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Letter from the Editor: Dear Ruffing Alumni (and Parents of Alumni), 

 

Hello again! I hope you and your families are well. Early spring has become my favorite 

time of year at Ruffing, since it usually entails three of the school’s great traditions: the Auction, 

the Family Skate, and the Father-Daughter Dance. (Not to mention the preparation for the Middle 

School Class trip, which is set for Williamsburg, Virginia in May.) Regarding the Auction, I’m 

happy to report that once again it was a wild success. Special thanks to those alumni families who 

contributed to the event. We really appreciate it. On a somber note, we also took a moment at the 

Auction to honor the recent passing of beloved teachers Helga Werner and Carol Taylor. (More 

details on reverse.) 

 

Remember that if you’re on Facebook, you’re invited to join our closed group, “Ruffing 

Montessori Alumni (Rocky River)” (http://www.facebook.com/groups/ruffingalumnirockyriver/).  

I post general items of interest to alumni there. If you know fellow alumni on Facebook, please 

let them know about the page! Thanks to the over 125 members who have already joined. 

 

Also, we would like to make sure we are reaching your preferred address. If necessary, 

please contact Lori Coticchia to update your (or your child’s) preferred mailing and e-mailing 

information (E-mail lcoticchia@ruffingmontessori.org, call 440-333-2250, or visit 

www.ruffingmontessori.org.) 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Vincent O’Keefe, Ph. D. / vokeefe@ruffingmontessori.org / 440-930-0960 

Ruffing Parent Resources Coordinator 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Reminder: Ruffing Parent’s Digest Available to Alumni  
 

     Another resource available to alumni and their parents is the Ruffing Parent’s Digest, a 

quarterly e-publication that contain articles related to Montessori education and parenting. Each 

issue features interviews with Ruffing alumni! The most recent issue includes interviews 

with Chad Garven ’99 and Maura Garven ’01. If you would like to start receiving the Ruffing 

Parent’s Digest via e-mail, please let Lori Coticchia know. Also feel free to contact either Lori or 

me with questions, news, or suggestions. We welcome all alumni updates! We are always looking 

for alumni to interview as well.  
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Ruffing Auction Pays Tribute to Helga Werner and Carol Taylor 
 

 

          
 

 

Ruffing Montessori honored the recent passing of two beloved teachers, Helga Werner 

and Carol Taylor, with Auction Program pages that celebrate their lives. The Board of Trustees 

also announced that “the legacy of Helga will live on for many years in the Montessori 

community through the Helga Werner Speaker Series” set to launch in the Fall of 2017.  

 

Please continue to keep their families in your thoughts and prayers.  

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Remember the Ruffing Auction Classroom Projects? 

 
                                                                                                               

This year’s Classroom Projects for the 37th Annual 

Ruffing Gala & Auction were once again creative and 

successful. The theme was “Ruffing the High Seas,” 

featuring John McNamara as the auctioneer and the 

8th graders as his assistants. 

 

Dawn Liston’s class made clever use of their 

handprints to make this beautiful “Animal ABC’s” 

print along with individual prints to take home. 
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